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Inside: 

EFBC’s Feline Conservation Center  

Dedicated to the Protection and Preservation of Endangered Felines 

The Feline Follies Are Coming! 

Get ready for a fun evening under the stars at 
the 27th annual Fabulous Feline Follies on Aug. 
12! 
 
This year’s theme is Living with Wildlife, focus-
ing on the mountain lions and bobcats found in 
California. We will have a very special guest, Dr. 
Beth Pratt Bergstrom, who is leading up the 
cause to build a wildlife crossing over the 101 
Freeway in Calabasas! She will be on-hand to 
talk about the project with #SaveLACougars and 
is scheduled to bring a life size cutout of P-22—
the famous Griffith Park mountain lion—for 
guests to take a photo with! She will also have 
her book, When Mountain Lions are Neighbors, 
available for purchase. (All proceeds from sales 
of the book go to the overpass project).  
 
As always, we’ll have some special animal guests on-hand and fabulous silent 
and live auction prizes, including a helicopter ride over Los Angeles and Malibu; 
a behind the scenes tour of EFBC-FCC for up to six people (18 and older) that 
includes assisted tiger feedings and helping hide Serrano the mountain lion’s 
food; a guided nature tour by EFBC volunteer Misty Hailstone of Piute Ponds, 
located on Edwards Air Force Base; and many more items! To see the list of si-
lent auction items visit www.cathouse-fcc.org/auction.html. 
 
The Follies is a catered dinner event held in the center lawn area, but guests will 
be able to visit the other public areas of the facility. Our specialty drinks this 
year will be P-22 Punch (non-alcoholic) and Blackberry Bobcat Bourbon, which 
guests can enjoy in special hand-painted Follies glasses for sale that evening. 
 
Proceeds benefit EFBC-FCC. Tickets are $80 per person and can be purchased up 
to a week in advance. For more details, visit http://wildcatzoo.org/follies.html.  

Dr. Beth Pratt Bergstrom with the 

cut-out of P-22.  



 

Page 2  Spots & Str ipes  Summer 2017  

Donations 
 
GENERAL DONATIONS: Beginning June 28th, we will begin all the needed gutting of the welcome center to 
complete the repairs mentioned in our last newsletter. The project will take about six weeks to complete 
and during that time we are working out a way to keep the facility open to the general public. It is a logisti-
cal nightmare. General donations help us with these problems and many other ongoing situations. We thank 
the following supporters for their contributions to our general operating fund: Carolyn Alder, Linda Braun, 
Anne Calabrese, Bonnie Clark, Vicki Collins, Victoria Condos, Harry & Patricia Eby, Jill Evensizer, Carol Fen-
wick, Linda Frank, David Gregory, Renee Herrera, Bill Huebner, Alexander Kazanis, Roberta Lotter, Earl 
Milbourne, Sarah Moore, Louise Peebles, Donald & Suzann Rainone, Robert Templeton, Chris Tromborg, 
Robert & Patricia Waidner, Karin Ward, Leslie Ward & Sharon Hathaway, Rebekah & Wesley Ward, and 
our LIFETIME MEMBERS: Toni Chancellor-Adams, Charlotte Chinovsky, Lisa Edmondson, and Roxana 
Gerns. 
 
MAJOR DONATIONS: EFBC-FCC Board Director George Radda made a generous donation last quarter of 
$10,000 and this quarter we received an unrestricted matching gift from Apple Corporation in the amount 
of $20,000 doubling his donation. Thanks to George for taking advantage of this great program offered by 
his employer.  
 
Diane Herriges donated $1,200 toward purchasing new radios, which was on our wish list. Diane is an adop-
tive parent and has all her support matched by Boeing Corporation. She has submitted the paperwork and 

we are awaiting funds from them to match this gener-
ous donation as well. Great job Diane and we are cur-
rently researching the best radios to convert to that can 
handle the tough requirements of the job, as well as not 
receive interference from the nearby race track. The 
Rosamond Rod Runners decided to dissolve their chap-
ter and when it came time to close their bank account, 
they graciously elected EFBC to receive a generous do-
nation of $1,300.  Thank you everyone in the group and 
keep on riding!  
 
The David M. Cutler Foundation once again provided 
EFBC with a very generous unrestricted grant in the 
amount of $25,000. The Cutler Foundation has helped 
us a great deal with renovations and insuring we main-
tain the highest standards of animal care. Our food bill 
in rats and mice alone to feed the smaller species of fe-
lines runs about $3,500 per month and this is just one of 

the food items they receive. We used some of these funds to renovate the Lynx habitat for the two females 
we received from Canada on June 22. Everyone at EFBC extends a big thank you to the David M. Cutler 
Foundation.  
 
RESTROOM FUND: This project was started in 2012 and this quarter we raised $560 thanks to the continued 
support of Justin Smith who faithfully sends us $50 per month. Our original goal was $75,000 and our fund 
now sits at $17,212. Since nobody wants to wait decades to be able to construct our original design, we 
took advantage of acquiring a modular bathroom structure used by the Kern County School District. We 
were able to acquire it for $8,500 and it already includes ADA compliance ramps. It will need repairs but it 
should serve our purpose. We will still need to do repairs to the structure, do all the underground plumbing 

Continues on bottom of Page 3 

Thank You!  

Love, Minka and kittens 

(born March 20) 
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Donations (continued from page 2) 
and septic system, lay new electrical lines and do a bunch of cement work. By going this route, we should 
have better restroom facilities available to our visitors within the next year. 
 
SPECIAL THANKS once again to the Lancaster Rotary Club. Every Twilight Tour, they come out and cook 
burgers and hot dogs with all the fixings and donate the proceeds of the sales to EFBC. At our June Twilight 
Tour, they presented us with a check for $750. Thank you Lancaster Rotary Club for your continued support 
and participation in our Twilight Tours!  
 
IN-KIND DONATIONS: The donation of equipment and services helps EFBC save money and thus allows us to 
spend money on spoiling our felines with special enrichment items. We have received a lot of support from 
people providing items for our Feline Follies auction and thank you all. As for our day-to day operations, we 
want to thank the following: 
 
• Thank you Bettye Kozlowski for donating an adjustable hand truck and Companion 10” table saw. Our 

maintenance staff is putting your donation to great use.  

• Thank you Daryl Roberts for donating 24 new bath towels, which helped keep our smaller cats warm 
during the colder weather, and bedding for the kennels in the clinic.  

• Arlene Christie & Debi Guyovich are moving to Palm Springs and donated a lot of the contents of their 
home to EFBC, including indoor and outdoor furniture, a TV, 16’ Ladder, air purifier for the clinic, garden 
hoses, and much more. Thank you Arlene and Debi for thinking of EFBC and don’t forget us when you 
move.  

• Thank you Robert & Connie Lane for donating 25 small red oak trees. We will nurture them and eventu-
ally they will make great wind barriers and provide shade during the summer months. Planting and re-
planting is an ongoing task here at EFBC due to the high desert’s rough environment and we thank Rob-
ert and Connie for thinking of our feline family.  

• This winter was crazy with heavy rains and high winds which brought some unusual parasites and organ-
isms that we don’t usually see here. EFBC does routine testing and when problems are detected, those 
areas go under quarantine protocols. That means only designated employees are allowed to clean and 
feed the cats located there. Every animal has its own rake, shovel and bucket, and every enclosure has a 
foot bath, which is used when entering or exiting the habitat. This protocol helps prevent cross-
contamination. We want to thank our volunteer Pam Rose for donating 20 foot bath basins for quaran-
tine areas.   

New Arrivals: Thelma & Louise 

EFBC welcomed two 13-month-old 
Canadian lynxes (Lynx canadensis) 
Thelma (left) and Louise (right) on 
June 22.  
 
These two sisters came from the 
Montreal Biodome in Canada. As of 
press time, they were in our quaran-
tine area, but will eventually move 
to the Lynx habitat enclosure. 
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EFBC Helps Celebrate CALM’s 35th Birthday 
On May 18, EFBC was at the California Living Museum (CALM) in 
Bakersfield to celebrate the zoo’s 35th birthday. 

CALM is among the more than 50 reciprocal zoo partners in 25 
states that EFBC members can enjoy free or discounted admission 
and other perks when they visit.  

EFBC and CALM have supported each others’ facilities for many 
years. At our annual Kids’ Day in October, CALM brings down 
some of their feathered and scaled friends for the children to 
meet and take pictures.  

At the birthday celebration, EFBC had an information table, which 
provided good promotional outreach for our facility. It’s important for Kern County and surrounding area 
residents and visitors to know the unique wildlife facilities available to them throughout the county!  

The day’s festivities included many of CALM’s residents enjoying 
special enrichments, including the zoo’s two black bears 
(pictured) feasting on birthday cake!  

EFBC members received free admission based on their member-
ship level when they visit CALM. Individual members get in free. 
Family memberships and above covers two adults and two chil-
dren. For hours and more information on CALM, visit 
www.calmzoo.org. 

Volunteer’s Unique Jewelry Raises Money for 
EFBC 

Longtime EFBC-FCC volunteer Kimberly Blaquera has taken her creative 

side to a new level by making beautiful wood burning jewelry of EFBC 

residents.  

Kim has been wood burning since she was a teenager and recently took 

up the hobby again seven months ago. Since then, her special necklaces 

featuring EFBC cats Bella (Amur leopard), Anny (Snow leopard), Maggie 

(Margay), Sage (Bobcat), Gregori (Amur leopard) and the late black jagu-

ar Doc, have been selling like hotcakes in the gift shop.  

Kim is donating all the proceeds to the cathouse. Check out this unique 

one-of-a-kind jewelry the next time you visit and thank you Kim for all 

you do!  
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Cat of the Quarter: Willow the Bobcat 
When EFBC visitors venture up into the area of the 
facility we call “The L,” they’re usually “greeted” on 
one side of the area by a bobcat draped over a log 
letting out a growl or high-pitched grunt. 

Willow is this bobcat’s name and at age 17 she is the 
oldest bobcat we have and part of EFBC’s senior pop-
ulation. 

We received Willow at about 10 weeks old in June 
2000. We were 
told she just 
showed up in the 
garage of a home 
in Rosamond, but 
it is more likely she 
was found by 
someone in her 
mother’s den who 
wanted to make 
her a pet. Willow 
was not very 
friendly and ar-
rived with a calci-
um deficiency. Alt-
hough we are not 
a rescue, we did keep Willow as her best chances for 
survival and recovery were to remain at EFBC and re-
ceive 24-hour care. Willow’s story is a lesson for all. 
PLEASE never pick up wild animals you might see, es-
pecially young animals! They haven't been aban-
doned by their mother— she is probably hiding or off 
finding food. 

Even though Willow was hand-raised, she has always 
maintained a wild personality. As a kitten, volunteers 
were able to play with her to a point and could never 
touch or get near her face area. As she grew older, 
Willow shed what niceties she had with volunteers 
and zookeepers. Today, she will often demonstrate 
her natural wild instincts during cleaning by some-
times attacking the rake. She also is an excellent 
hunter and has caught many wild critters who make 
the mistake of entering her cage. Snakes are her fa-
vorite.  

Willow’s colorings reflect her High Desert origins, 
with a reddish color like the surrounding hills and a 
larger rosette pattern.  

Bobcats (Lynx rufus) are found throughout the United 
States and one of the few success stories of wild cats 
surviving in today’s world. They’re highly adaptable 
to different habitats – from urban to open spaces – 
and prey. As many as one million bobcats live in the 

United States and 
southern Canada.  

Bobcats are a least 
threatened species 
and as such, they are 
still allowed to be 
hunted in 37 states. 
As many as 80,000 
bobcats are trapped 
for their fur every 
year.  

But hunting isn’t the 
bobcat’s only threat 
in wild. Just like their 
cougar cousins, they 
are susceptible to 

exposure of rodenticide in poison baits used to com-
bat vermin. Weighing only 20 pounds at the most, 
their main diet is rabbits. However, they will eat oth-
er small animals, including those exposed to rodenti-
cide.  

According to the California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife, predatory and scavenging birds and mam-
mals like owls, hawks, raccoons, bobcats, mountain 
lions, foxes, skunks and coyotes that eat dead or dy-
ing rodents that have consumed these baits will also 
be poisoned. Pets will also eat dead or dying rodents 
and unprotected bait. 

As of July 1, 2014, in California, rodenticide products 
containing the active ingredients brodifacoum, bro-
madiolone, difethialone and difenacoum are only to 
be used by licensed applicators (professional extermi-
nators).  
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Join Zookeeper Kelsey and other EFBC staff & volunteers for the second annual Pints for Preservation joint fund-
raiser with Kinetic Brewing Co., the Antelope Valley’s premier gastropub located in Lancaster. 

Kinetic returns with its special Hefe el Gato brew and $1 from each of their house beers will go to EFBC.  

They’ll also donate the entire sales of a special dessert to the cathouse!  

Special event souvenir t-shirts will be for sale as well!  

Come out and enjoy some cold brews and raise money for the wild cats!  

For more info, visit kineticbrewing.com/event/efbc-fundraiser or www.wildcatzoo.org. 

Meet the Keeper: Kelsey Clarke 
EFBC-FCC staff includes full-time zookeepers. We’d like to introduce you to 
these dedicated professionals each issue this year. 

EFBC zookeeper Kelsey Clarke has a passion for conservation of spe-
cies. As a student at the University of Oregon, Clarke, 25, first stud-
ied primate morphology, evolution and conservation, where she de-
signed, researched and presented findings of studies at national con-
ferences. It was this work that led her to EFBC and the conservation 
work our facility does.  

Clarke, a Biological Anthropology major, with a minor in Biology with 
a focus in Evolution and Animal Behavior, came to EFBC as an intern. 
She received good advice from a grad student at the university who 
told her to apply for internships at smaller facilities because she 
would gain more experience. “He was not wrong,” Clarke says. 
“EFBC gave me experience in every aspect of being a part of an ani-
mal facility. I received experience in husbandry, dietary preparation, 
animal enrichment, public speaking/education, event planning and 
fundraising. They made sure that I learned everything that I possibly 
could before the end of my internship.” 

When Clarke’s internship, EFBC had a zookeeping position open and 
Clarke was the perfect candidate. The ability for her to transfer from 
intern to a staff zookeeper was seamless for her and the facility. In 

addition to all she learned as an intern, Clarke’s education has continued as a full-time keeper, including 
learning about transporting cats, raising kittens and working with EFBC veterinarians. Each keeper has a focus 
and Clarke’s is in animal health care. She is continuing her education as well, pursuing a degree in veterinary 
technology. 

“Now that I work in an animal care field, I realize the importance of understanding veterinary medicine and 
by pursuing this degree, I will be able to provide even better care for the cats at EFBC,” she says. 

Although she has many favorite individual cats at EFBC, her favorite species are Pallas cats and jaguars. 

Clarke (left) works with EFBC volunteer and 

registered veterinary technician Kim Blaquera 

on one of EFBC’s leopards in the clinic. 
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VISIT ... 
Our website www.cathouse-fcc.org or 

www.wildcatzoo.org for the latest on new arri-

vals, births and construction projects.  

 

JOIN ... 
Our Google Group  

e-mail list at groups.google.com and search 

“EFBC-FelineConservationCenter” (no spaces). 

 

LIKE ... 
Our Facebook Fan Page “EFBC’s Feline 

Conservation Center.”  

 

 

FOLLOW ... 
Keep track of the latest via Twitter and 

Instagram @wildcatzoo  

Remember to tag us with #wildcatzoo, 

#efbc and #efbcfcc 

Stay Connected!  

Our gift shop, which is more than 20 years old, 
took a bit of a beating earlier this year with the 
storms that pummeled the Southland.  As a result, 
the gift shop sustained roof and structure damage 
that requires repairs. We are thankful that our in-
surance will cover most of the repairs.  
 
Repairs started June 28, so the gift shop building is 
closed for renovations. We expect these repairs to 
take six weeks and the building should be open by 
our Fabulous Feline Follies on Aug. 12.  We apolo-
gize for the inconvenience. A temporary gift shop is 
available for visitors to purchase our signature 
EFBC items, as well as other wildlife themed prod-
ucts.  
 
As noted in our Donations update on page 2, we 
also purchased modular restrooms that will be in-
stalled after the gift shop renovations are com-
plete. However, we are in need of funds for the 
bathroom building’s concrete base. Consider help-
ing us with this project by donating today!  

Pardon Our Dust! 
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Barney, our Black-footed cat (Felis nigripes) born at 
EFBC-FCC in June 2015, showed off his hunting skills for 
us recently by catching a desert rat that was almost half 
his size! As you can see, he was very proud of his kill. 


