
NEWS UPDATE:  We were extremely busy these
last few weeks due to the wildfires that ravaged
Southern California in October & November.  

The Paradise fire in northern San Diego County
threatened a small cat breeding facility called
S.O.S. Care.  This facility housed 36 rare small
cats such as Tigrina, Margay, and Sand Cats.  On
October 27, quick thinking people were able to
move the cats out just as the fire began burning
the brush around the facility.  The cats were
moved to a reasonably safe location about a mile
away and our veterinarian, Scott Weldy, Serrano
Animal and Bird Hospital, was contacted about the 
possibility of relocating them to our facility.  Scott
called us and we indicated that we could provide
housing for the cats so arrangements were made
to pick up the animals the next day, the 28th. 
Scott closed his clinic for the day and he, his staff,
wife and friends caravanned with 6 vehicles to the
location that the cats were being held and loaded
them for the trip to FCC.

During the time Scott and his team were picking
up the cats we were busy here setting up a place 
to hold them.  The Project Tiger area was chosen  
because the building was completed and it
afforded a heated, secure, quiet area.

It seemed it was a good choice as 2 days after
they arrived here our temperatures dropped from
an average of high 90 degrees to 30 degrees. 
Although temperatures get into the high 30’s in
Valley Center in the winter, the drastic change
combined with the stress of the fire and the move 
would most likely have been too much for some
of these small cats.  The Project Tiger building
was equipped with heaters so it was easy to
keep the temperature around 60 degrees at night 
which was equivalent to what they had been
experiencing in Valley Center.
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Top photo, cleaning the crates to transfer the
cats to.  Left, getting ready to transfer the cats
into the clean crates.
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It was determined immediately that the arrival of
36 new cats was going to put a huge strain on
our resources.  We decided to contact the media
and put out the word that donations would be
appreciated to assist us in covering the additional 
expenses we would incur feeding and housing
the cats.  They may be small but these guys
have special dietary requirements that are quite
different from that of a leopard or jaguar. 

Camille Valenzuela, EFBC FCC’s PR Director
and Leslie Simmons one of our volunteers that
works for a newspaper in the Los Angeles area
started issuing press releases.  The response
from the media was a great help and we would
like to specifically thank the A.V. Press, the Daily
News, the Mojave Desert News, the Desert
Wings and City News Service for the articles they 
ran.  We also thank radio station KNX 1070 for
the public service announcements they aired.

Our volunteers also contacted pet supply stores
such as PETsMART and Petco for portable wire
cages and other items needed for caring for the
new arrivals.  Petco in Palmdale and Petco’s
Corporate offices donated many items as did the
folks at PETsMART’s Lancaster store.

There were also many caring people that 
responded by sending in cash donations to help
care for the cats. Thanks all of you!!

December 2003  Spots ‘N Stripes   page 2

The above 3 photos show how the crates were
arranged in the northern half of the building once 
the cats were transferred into them.  

Top, the southern half of the building was used
for housing the 4 larger margay in bigger chain
link caging.



We would also like to acknowledge Larry Purcell, 
owner of Sav On Fence Company, Lancaster
CA, for loaning us chain link panels for some of
the temporary caging the margay were housed
in, Mr. Albert Zamora of Merchant Metals,
Pacoima, CA, for fence materials for temporary
caging, and Sherri Dumin, Antelope Valley Bank,
Rosamond, CA, and Deluxe Corporation in
Lancaster for cash support to help with costs.

Although it was quite traumatic for the cats, after
a couple of days they all settled in nicely and
began eating well and in the end all survived.

When the fires were contained and officials
allowed residents to return to their properties,
personnel from S.O.S. Care went to evaluate the
damage to the property. 

Water, power, and telephone service were
non-existent as was all the vegetation around the 
property.  The main building, a travel trailer, and
a golf cart were destroyed as well.  Surprisingly it 
was discovered that other than covered with
soot, all of the cages survived as did a building
on the west side of the property that was used for 
holding food, supplies, and their pickup truck.

Water was quickly restored to the property and a
fence company was contracted to install a
perimeter fence around the facility.  After a
thorough cleaning it was determined that the cats 
could be returned to the facility relatively quickly.

There was still no electricity to the property so
freezers for food were acquired and placed at
nearby neighbors properties that did not
experience fire damage.  Temporary housing
was to be moved onto the property so someone
could be with the cats at all times and on
November 14 the cats were re-crated and
transported back to their home.

This was just one small event of many that
occurred during the wildfires.  There were many,
many animals that were rescued from danger
zones.  While most were domestic, such as
horses, dogs and domestic cats, there were 
other wild animal facilities that were in need.  The 
Moonridge Zoo in Big Bear had to evacuate their
facility with most of their animals going to The
Living Desert Museum in Palm Desert.  Other

Top photo - Margay, center photo - Sand
Cat, bottom photo - Tigrina.
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facilities that housed animals in Big Bear and
Devore that work in the movie and entertainment
industry were also evacuated.  There were many
such rescues throughout the Southern California
fire area, most will go un-noted but everyone
should pause and applaud all of the people that
went the “extra mile”  to help all the animals in
their time of need.

New Arrival:

On the 10th of November we received an email
and photo from an animal control facility in
Peachtree, Georgia that wanted help in identifying
a cat that had been captured recently.  The cat
had been terrorizing the town’s animals, killing
quite a few domestic cats.  As soon as we saw the 
photo it was obvious to us that what they had
captured was a Jungle cat, also known as a Reed
cat.  This species is native to Northeast Africa,
through Egypt, Syria, India, Southeast Asia and
Indo-China.  This cat used to be a favorite of
people that hybridized for the pet industry.

Males are about twice the size of an ordinary
domestic cat while females are about the size of a
normal male domestic.

No one is quite sure what the original owners of
this cat had in mind as they were not located, but
from the tales of the locals that lost their domestic
cats to this one while it was loose, trying to
hybridize this cat would not have been very
successful.

There are none in U.S. zoos although obviously
there are still a few in private hands in the
country.  The cat will remain with us for the rest
of its life.

Cocktail Party:  The cocktail party held at the
home of Director Nicole Pearson’s parents was
well received.  This was the first off-site
appearance by Rico, our ocelot.  He became a
little car sick on the trip down but after a time he 
recovered and eventually he was back to his old
self and quite curious about his new
surroundings.

We met new people and the proceeds will go
toward our general operating expenses.  Thanks
to all that attended.
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Jungle cat (Felis chaus)

Top photo, Sandy, Nicole and Rico with guests.
Bottom photo, guests enjoying the evening.



Internship program:  As many of you might
know, EFBC FCC has an internship program that
centers on the husbandry of wild cats.

Participants range from graduate veterinarians to
animal health technicians, behaviorists, and those
just interested in learning about the care of wild
cats.  Participants come from all parts of the world, 
including Europe, India, and most recently, Brazil.  
EFBC FCC’s program is widely recognized by
universities and participants receive credits for the
time spent here.  We are also listed with the
Council on International Educational Exchange
(CIEE) which assist International students with
travel related issues including visa’s and medical
insurance.

Our most recent participants were Patrícia
Lourenzon do Espírito Santo and Gabriel
D`Ambrósio Franca, both graduate veterinary
students attending the Universidade De Sao
Paulo’s Faculdade de Medicina Veterinaria e
Zootecnia in Sao Paulo, Brazil.

They were with us from the 1st of September
through October 31 to learn about animal
husbandry and exotic cats.  Both students are
completing their final year of veterinary school and 

will graduate in March 2004.  Prior to their arrival
here they had spent the month of August at the
S.O.S. Care facility in Valley Center.

Throughout their internship Patricia and Gabriel
were an asset to our team, aiding in the daily
care of the cats and maintenance of the
enclosures.  They also assisted with visitor
questions, dietary preparation, medical
procedures, and various other duties.  In addition 
to their time spent directly at EFBC FCC, their
internship included 3 weeks work at our
veterinarian, Scott’s Weldy’s veterinary hospital,
in Lake Forrest.  The combination of facilities
provided experience with a broad spectrum of
husbandry theories and methods.  

After graduation, Patricia and Gabriel hope to
apply what they have learned through their
participation in our program to their future
careers.  

Patricia has indicated that she would like to work
in the field with wild cats while Gabriel says he
would like to work in a zoo setting.  They have
also considered the possibility of working
together again on a large scale field research
project involving exotic felines.  Wherever the
future leads them, we wish Gabriel and Patricia
the best of luck and continued success.

      WISH LIST
Wireless P.A. System

Landscape Materials- trees and bushes for
Project Tiger and other places

                           X-ray Processor

DVD Recorder (not for computer)

       Construction equipment and supplies    
(8x8x16 concrete block, re-bar,
backhoe, dozer, loader)

           20,000+ gallon water storage tank
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Patricia & Gabriel with Rico.



Donations:  We continue to receive non-cash
support from many in the community.  These
donations are vital to our everyday operations and
greatly offset our need to purchase these items. 
We would like to thank the following people who
have graciously donated items for our use;

Nancy Branigan, Camarillo, CA. -  Darleen Ewing,
Camarillo, CA. - Gary Oates, N. Edwards, CA. -
Gregory Harrison, Rosamond, CA. - Betty Platero,
California City, CA. - Ms. Chris Fawkes,
Ridgecrest, CA..  Thank you all!!

CAT UPDATE:   Of the 5 fishing cats we recently
imported from S.E. Asia, two, the male from
Cambodia (see accompanying story page 7) and
one of the females from Singapore were sent to
the Henry Doorly Zoo in Omaha.  Omaha helped
us by sharing the expenses incurred from
transporting all the cats to and from their
respective destinations.

The Henry Doorly Zoo has a great cat collection
along with a very successful breeding program for
them.

Arizona game & fish, Oct 03

For only the second time in history, a jaguar has
been photographed in southern Arizona using a
remote surveillance camera. The surveillance
camera used to monitor potential jaguar travel
corridors on the Arizona-Mexico border took the
photograph on Aug. 7. Such surveillance cameras
have been used since May 1997. Wildlife officials
say the location where the photograph was taken
will not be released in an effort to protect the cat.

The first Arizona jaguar photograph using a
surveillance camera was taken in December
2001. “This photograph is incredibly exciting,”
says Arizona Game and Fish biologist Bill Van
Pelt, who specializes in big cats. “Because of the
patterns of spots on the animal, we believe it is
the same jaguar photographed in December
2001. We will continue to monitor the area and
try to determine if the animal has established a
territory or is a transient.”

Arizona Daily Star:  31 July 2003

Naturalia, a Mexican environmental group, has
just purchased a 10,000 acre ranch to study and
protect the countries northernmost colony of
jaguars that sometimes roams into Southern
Arizona and New Mexico.

Located 120 miles southeast of Douglas Arizona, 
Los Pavos ranch lies in the Mexican state of
Sonora and in the heart of 3,000 square miles of
wilderness, where an estimated 70-100 jaguars
live.

At least 25 jaguars  in the colony, including
females and kittens, have been killed by
poachers and ranchers in the past three years,
biologists said.  “This purchase will allow us to
immediately reduce threats to the jaguar from
poaching and conflicts with livestock” said Oscar
Moctezuma Orozco, director of Naturalia.  “This
is going to be the first time a protected area is
created because of the jaguar.”
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Singapore female sent to Omaha.

Researchers with the Sonora preserve captured
this jaguar earlier this year and put a radio collar
on it to track its movements.



Scientists don’t think jaguars, who may travel up to 
500 miles to find food or a mate, are now breeding 
in the United States but they have been
photographed 2 times since 1996 in Southern
Arizona.

Southeast Asian Trip:  The following article is an
account by our volunteer, Leslie Simmons, on her
trip to Vietnam. She was escorting Paco, the
African lion to Vietnam and the fishing cats back to 
California.

On June 24, 2003, I embarked on what was
supposed to be a quick 3-day trip in the sky
escorting Paco, a 3 ½ -year-old male, 500-pound
African lion to Ho Chi Minh City [formally Saigon]
in Vietnam. In exchange, I was to pick up two
young fishing cats at the airport in Vietnam and
bring them back to EFBC.

For the last couple months, leading up to his trip,
Paco stayed at EFBC, in preparation for his trip to
Asia. He was the perfect candidate to be sent to
Wild Aid's Cambodia nature preserve to be a mate 
to a female African lioness confiscated by the
Cambodian government. 

The preserve is called Phnom Tamao Wildlife
Rescue Centre. There, Wild Aid works with the
Cambodian government to stop the illegal trade
and ownership of exotic animals, which is how
they came across a lioness.  

Paco received a vasectomy before his trip, since
there is already a large population of African lion's
in captivity and they are not endangered animals.
They are still considered "big game" animals in
Africa. But lions are very social animals that live in
family prides in the wild so Wild Aid wanted the
lioness to have a mate to keep her company. 

Wild Aid's Nick Marks contacted EFBC and set up
a humanitarian exchange. For Paco, the cathouse
would receive a male and female fishing cat,
brother and sister, who were born at the

Cambodian preserve to two wild born parents
that were also rescued by Wild Aid.

As many of our supporters know, EFBC has
been very successful in its breeding program with 
fishing cats. The small felines are one of the
lesser-known species of wild cats and are
extremely endangered. 

But the gene pool of the fishing cats in the world
is very condensed, so a pair that were born off
wild parents is very exciting to the preservation of 
this amazing species of cat. To learn more about
them, you can log onto our Web site at
www.cathouse-fcc.org.

To make the exchange, it was determined that a
large cargo plane would be unable to land at the
airport near the Cambodian preserve. So, the
plan was to fly him to Vietnam right next door,
where Nick would pick him up and drive him to
his new home.

The plan was that as soon as Paco was
unloaded, the fishing cats would be loaded and
on the way to California and the compound.

To do this, Korean Airlines, which flies cargo to
Vietnam, required a handler to travel with Paco
and handle the exchange. I volunteered and
much to my surprise was selected to go.

So, on June 24 Paco and I took off on a
747-cargo jet from LAX en route to Vietnam. We
stopped briefly in Anchorage, Alaska to refuel
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Paco’s crate being secured on a pallet for the 
trip to Vietnam.
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and switch crews. Then we headed to the Incheon 
Airport in Seoul, South Korea where we had a
14-hour layover before reloading and going on to
Ho Chi Minh City.

Paco faired pretty well in his travels. We packed
some food into an ice chest for the trip so he was
able to eat and get fresh water. 

Because I was considered "in transit" I was unable 
to go into the city of Seoul and spent my time in a
"handler's room" in the cargo area that was
comparable to a college dorm room. I also did a lot 
of checking up and hanging around Paco's crate
so that nobody would bother him.

At around 9:15 p.m. on June 25, they loaded us
up on the MD-11 cargo plane and we were off to
Vietnam about an hour after that. When we
landed in Vietnam, the Korean Airline official told
me there were some problems and that the
fishing cats were not going to be loaded on to the 
plane. Luckily, I had a visa to get into Vietnam,
so I entered the country at around 3 a.m. June
26.

The next day, I met up with Nick and the
preserve's veterinarian, Nhim Thy, who had
come in the day before with the fishing cats. The
two unnamed cats were flown in as well and
sitting in the cargo hold. 

The problem that occurred was, the Vietnamese
had a problem with Nick and Nhim transporting
Paco in an open-air truck across their country
into Cambodia. The government had never had
such a request and needed to determine what
kind of permits was needed to do so. 

Bureaucracy and an antiquated system created
quite a stressful situation for myself and Nick,
since our sole concern was to make sure the
animals were well and would be moved out of the 
cargo hold as soon as possible. But that was
being held up by paperwork and permit
problems.

As Nick noted, there are thousands of animals
illegally transported across the borders of
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Paco being loaded on plane in South Korea for
the last leg of his trip to Vietnam.

Me in cockpit of 747

Paco and me in cargo hold.



Vietnam every day, why should this be so difficult?

 But it was. For about 35 hours, Paco sat in his
crate in the cargo hold waiting to be loaded. In
addition, the two fishing cats, which I named on
the flight back to the U.S. Minh and My Lai, were
also stuck in their smaller crates. We weren't
scheduled to leave until Saturday.

In the meantime, food was getting low, so I got to

venture out of my hotel and cargo area and pick
up some food for the cats. It was kind of funny
because the first day, Nick asked the hotel if they
could order him some raw chicken quarters. What
they brought him were cooked ones. None of the
cats really liked them cooked, and barely ate any
of the quarters.

Things are very cheap in Vietnam so I was lucky
to find a market, kind of like a Vietnamese Wal
Mart, that sold some nice raw beef. I bought a very 
large hunk of beef, at least a couple pounds, and it 
probably cost about 50 cents. 

The people are very friendly there, the food's
excellent, they make great coffee, but the streets
are very busy. You basically have to hold your
breath, close your eyes and hope for the best
when crossing a street. Many roads don't have
stop lights or stop signs, so cars yield or turn in
roundabouts.

By about 1 p.m. on Friday, June 27, Paco was
loaded onto his truck and on his way to
Cambodia. With him gone, it gave me time to
venture out a bit, see some of what was once
called Saigon and catch a little shuteye before I
had to leave Saturday morning at 3 a.m. for
Seoul.

Once again, we had a long layover in Korea. But
this time, they were nice enough to get me over
to the passenger terminal, where I stayed in a
transit hotel and did a little duty free shopping!

Needless to say, the cats and I made it back
safely to the U.S. It was quite a harrowing trip for
all of us, mostly because of the amount of time
we had to just sit around waiting to continue our
adventure. 

Minh and My Lai settled into their new homes
well. Minh, along with one of the females we
imported from Singapore Zoo, was recently sent
to the Henry Doorly Zoo in Omaha, Nebraska  for 
breeding. My Lai remains here.

Though there was some setbacks and problems
with the language gap, I feel honored the
compound trusted in me to care for these
animals during their long trips. It's an adventure I
won't soon forget. 

Thanks EFBC for the opportunity of a lifetime!

-- Leslie Simmons

2004 Events:  Twilight Tours will be held April
24, June 19, and September 18.  Fabulous
Feline Follies is August 21.

Reciprocal Zoo List:  An updated reciprocal zoo 
admission list is included in this newsletter.  Be
sure to keep  it handy when you travel.  If you
have an old one destroy it as there have been
some changes.
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Minh and My Lai in holding area at South Korea
airport.
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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

The Exotic Feline Breeding Compound Incorporated, Feline Conservation Center is a not for profit, 501(c)(3)
public benefit corporation dedicated to the preservation and propagation of rare and endangered felines through 
breeding, research, and education.  EFBC/FCC is run by an active Board of Directors which governs policies,
procedures, and the direction of the corporation.  Directors and officers receive no compensation for their
services, nor retain and personal interest in any portion of the assets of the corporation.  Officers are elected at
a regular meeting of the Board of Directors and serve a term of 3 years.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Audited financial statements for the Exotic Feline Breeding Compound Inc., Feline Conservation Center fiscal
year ending September 30, 2003 are now on file.  The following are highlights of our annual report.  For copies
of the complete financial statements, please send a self-addressed #10 envelope and a check for $5.00
postage and handling to:  EFBC/FCC, HCR 1, Box 84, Rosamond, CA. 93560.

Total assets: $999,765

Total liabilities: $ 46,270

Net assets: $953,495

Total liabilities and net assets: $999,765

Total support and revenue: $341,227

Program service expenses: $256,896

Administrative and fund raising expenses: $ 42,484

Total expenses: $299,380

Excess (deficiency) of support and revenue over expenses: $ 41,847

Joseph W. Maynard President

Larry Purcell Vice President

Nicole Pearson, Esq. Treasurer

Sandra Masek Secretary

Bob Slade Director

Nancy Vandermey Director

Camille Valenzuela Director

Jeff Conrad, D.V.M. Director



MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

2003 has been an interesting and busy year.  We
have been able to maintain a moderate growth
and continue with our successful breeding
programs.   On the disappointing side we have not 
been able to finish Project Tiger or expand our
exhibit area as we had planned.

Due to the 911 attack, tourism has declined which
has forced many zoos and animal centers to cut
back on their programs, lay off employees, and in
some cases reduce their animal collections to
make ends meet.  We have been lucky in that you, 
our generous members, have continued to offer
your unwavering support.  The economic slump
has effected everyone and we are keenly aware of 
the  hardships many of our members have
endured.  We here at EFBC/FCC would like to
acknowledge all of you and offer our profound
gratitude for your generosity.

We believe we see the light at the end of the
tunnel.  The economic situation seems to be
stabilizing and in some areas is beginning to
rebound.  With this recovery we hope to finally
complete Project Tiger, expand our exhibit area
and continue to offer our visitors some insight to
the worlds many rare and beautiful feline
species.

We thank you again and all of us here at
EFBC/FCC wish you a Happy Holiday Season
and a prosperous New Year.

December 2003  Spots ‘N Stripes   page 11



December 2003  Spots ‘N Stripes   page 12

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR


